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Moonrise over Aoraki – by Hannah Watt. From our photo competition.

The CHRISTCHURCH TRAMPING CLUB has members of all ages, and runs tramping
trips  every  weekend,  ranging  from easy  (minimal  experience  required)  to  hard  (high
fitness and experience required). We also organise instructional courses and hold weekly
social meetings. We have a club hut in Arthurs Pass and have gear available for hire to
members.  Membership  rates  per  year  are  $45  member,  $65  couple,  $20  junior  or
associate, plus $15 for members who opt to obtain a paper newsletter. 

For more about how the club operates, see the last two pages. 
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News

8 September 2021

Winners of the CTC 2021 Photo Competition.

ABOVE  BUSHLINE  (With  no  Human  Element) Sharon  Brophy  -  Storm  Brewing  at
Plateau Hut Hannah Watt - Moonrise over Aoraki 

ABOVE BUSHLINE (With a Human Element) Monika Bratownik -  Angelus Hut  2019
Hannah Watt - Mackinnon Pass 

BELOW BUSHLINE (With no Human Element) Hannah Watt - Lake Matheson Michal
Klajban - Sudden Valley 

BELOW BUSHLINE (With a Human Element) Sharon Brophy -  Paparoa Track John
Kerkhofs - Paraponter leaving Bealey Spur 

Funny Emma Rogers - “On second thoughts, I’m in no rush to use the bathroom” Michal
Klajban - Alan Ross showing his sophisticated fishing technique 

HISTORIC Heritage Group -  A group of CTC members at Tasman Glacier,  summer c.
1931-32 John Kerkhofs - Red Crater, Mt Tongariro 2007 

LONG EXPOSURE John Kerkhofs – Klondyke Corner Sharon Brophy - Mt Dixon Astro 

NATIVE  FLORA &  FAUNA Emma  Rogers  -  Teeny  tiny  toadstool  Sharon  Brophy  -
Piwakawaka 

All the winners will  be submitted to the FMC photo competition, except for the “Funny”
category, which is just an internal CTC category. 

Calendar of trips and Social Events
Trips: Unless otherwise stated, club trips depart either from 'Z' Carlton Corner Service
Station (formerly Shell) at 1 Papanui Road (next to Liquor Land and opposite Derby Street)
or from 'Z' Russley (formerly Caltex) on the corner of Russley Road and Yaldhurst Rd.  If
the departure point is not specified in the trip schedule, you may assume it's 'Z' Carlton.
Day trips usually depart at 8 am on Saturday or Sunday. Weekend trips may leave on
either Friday evening or Saturday morning. 

New or prospective members intending to go on any trip must sign up at club night or
contact the trip leader in advance.

Social: We meet on Wednesdays 7:30 pm at the CMLC (Canterbury Mineral & Lapidary
Club) building at 110 Waltham Road, Waltham. This new building, beside and on the south
side  of  Waltham  School,  is  about  100m  south  of  the  Brougham  St/Waltham  Rd
intersection. Waltham Road is the southern extension of Barbadoes Street. A variety of
social functions are organised, the atmosphere is informal, and tea and biscuits served.  If
you can give a presentation or have ideas, please phone Kate Taylor 0273265497 or email
katet5003@gmail.com. Please note that formalities start at 7:50 pm sharp, and if there is
a guest speaker, he/she will start at 8 pm sharp.

Our Club Hut: In the Arthur’s Pass township, with all the comforts of home including real
showers and inside flushing loos (BYO toilet paper!), but with the mountains at the back
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door. A great place for a few days away; take your usual gear and a pillowcase. Please
book and pay before leaving town; the club bank account number is 38-9017-0279838-00
(Kiwibank/Christchurch Tramping Club). Include your name and the words hut fees in the
particulars/code/reference fields. Phone Donald Carnielo 338-9865 for booking and key
code; or if he’s away, Chris McGimpsey 027 6573070; or if they’re both away, Rex Vink
3525329. Hut fees are $15 member, $15 member's partner,  $25 non-member, $5 kids
under  12.  If  you  find  any  problems  or  maintenance  required,  please  contact  the  hut
convenor, Donald Carnielo.

Equipment Hire:  The Club has a range of
equipment  for  hire.  The  Gear  Custodian  is
Barney  Stephenson,  ph.  027  358  3281  .
Note:  club  gear  assigned  to  you  is  your
responsibility; please take care of it.  Please
put tents inside your pack. Tents attached to
the  outside  of  your  pack  can  be  easily
punctured when bush bashing or even lost.
This  may  result  in  serious damage to  your
bank account! Please air and dry tents after
taking  them on  a  trip  even  if  they  are  not
used,  and  report  any  damage  to  the  gear
custodian.

Rates for Gear Hire:

Tent $3/person/night

Ice axes, crampons $4 per item per
weekend

Harnesses, snow shovel $4 per weekend

Large/small weekend 
packs

$2 per weekend

Helmets Free

Personal locator beacons Free

There was no newsletter for September 2021 due to Covid-19 lockdown.

Long Weekend 1-4 October 
Departure point: TBD

Leader: Joshua Johnson 0278865868
jopjohns@mtu.edu

Otago Rail Trail: Hi There, I’ve got the first two weeks of October
off. I intend to cycle tour (linking the Otago Rail Trail and Dunstan
Rail Trails), details available here

https://www.otagocentralrailtrail.co.nz/. 

It’s about 210 km long, which can be done easily enough in 4 days
(3  nights),  neglecting  driving  time.  This  trip  is  highly  weather
dependent. I intend to tent. If you are interested, please sign up -
a flexible attitude and schedule would be ideal, as the departure
date won’t be fixed until closer to the time. If the weather doesn’t
cooperate for this region, I’ll likely do an alternative cycle tour.

Grade:Easy/
Moderate

Closes: 29 Sept 
2021

Map:  

Approx: TBD

Saturday 2 October 
Departure point: Z Papanui

Leader: Michael Newlove 021-1685716
newmike@slingshot.co.nz

Teds Track: This is a route linking the Maori Reserve end of the
Blowhard Track and the Mt Richardson Bypass Track. The trip will
start  at  the  end  of  the  Maori  Reserve  Road  and  then  a  short
section of the Blowhard Track before following Teds Track itself.
We then do a section of the Mt Richardson Bypass Track before
heading down the Blowhard Track back to the cars. A nice round
trip, mostly in bush and providing an interesting variation to walks
in that area. Around 700m height gain.

Grade:Easy/
Moderate

Closes: 1 Oct 2021

Map: BW22 & 
BW23 

Approx: $15
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Long Weekend 8-10 October 
Departure point: Z (formerly Caltex) Russley

Leader: Liz Wightwick 0276332038
trampingtrip@gmail.com

Yeats  Ridge  track  work:  Drive  over  Friday  night  and  stay  in
Hokitika somewhere. We’ll  walk in early Saturday to cedar flats
and dump gear, then track work up to Yeats Ridge Hut and back to
Cedar Flat for hot dip. Celebrate Kelly’s birthday with shared food
that evening. then more track work Sunday morning and walk out
after lunch. Drive back to CHCH after takeaways in Hoki.

Required for trip: loppers!

Grade:Easy/
Moderate

Closes: 5 Oct 2021

Map: BV19 - 
Lake 
Kaniere  

Approx: TBA

Saturday 9 October 
Departure point: Z Papanui

Leader: Michael Hammond 021 0841
4764 

mbahammond@hotmail.com

Pinnacles Hut: From the car-park at Sharplin Falls the track is a
combination of hill climbing, river side track and stairs for the next
11 km’s or 3-4 hours. You cross a number of side streams en-
route but the main crossing of Bowyers Creek is bridged. Return
the same way and then back to a cafe for socialising. 

Grade:Easy/
Moderate

Closes: 8 Oct 2021

Map: BX20 
Methven 

Approx: approx $30

Multi day trip 9-17 October 
Departure  point:  140  Roydvale  Avenue
Burnside

Leader: Chris McGimpsey 027 657 3070
tortistours@gmail.com

Richmond Range Traverse:  This is  a re-scheduled date for a
summer trip postponed due to inclement weather.

Trampers need to be capable of a multiple day trip of 90+ km &
50+ hours of moderate tramping. If numbers permit the trip will be
run as a cross over trip of 2 x parties of 5 x trampers starting and
finishing  from St  Arnaud/Hacket  carpark.  The  Richmond Alpine
Track is rugged and, though well-marked, is unformed in places.
The summits  are  consistently  above  1500m and  the  track  has
many  steep,  exposed  sections  and  stream  crossings.  It’s  only
suitable for fit, experienced, and well-equipped trampers but the
landscapes are superb, amongst the very finest along Te Araroa.
The track is within the Mt Richmond Forest Park. Below the tree
line, the forest contains a mixed variety of beech and podocarp
forest.  The  summits  and  higher  ridges  often  have  rocky
approaches. Towards its end, the track traverses the flanks of the
Red Hills.  These hills,  formed from mineral-rich ultramafic rock,
are  barren  and  the  vegetation  that  can  survive  upon  them  is
sparse and stunted.

Grade:Moderate/
Hard

Closes: 1 Oct 2021

Map:  

Approx: 95
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Sunday 10 October 
Departure point: Z Papanui

Leader: Symon Holmes 021 257 2720
symon_gnome@yahoo.co.nz

Mt Oxford: Moderate at a slow pace. Leaving the Coopers Creek
carpark we will climb up Mt Oxford. After a break at the top we will
continue down the ridge and connect up with the track to the View
Hill  carpark and then follow the Korimako track past Ryde Falls
back to the cars.

Grade: Moderate

Closes: 10 Oct 2021

Map: BW22 
Oxford 

Approx: $20

Saturday 16 October 
Departure point: Z Papanui

Leader: Michael Newlove 021-1685716
newmike@slingshot.co.nz

Otepatotu Reserve/Lavericks Peak 

Otepatotu,  loosely translated means place of  the fairies and is
located along the Summit Road, midway between Okains Bay and
LeBons Bay. The trip will start just off the lower part of Robinsons
Bay Valley Road and follow a farm track up to the Summit Road. A
3km walk along the Summit Road to the reserve, from where a
track climbs through remnant mountain totara forest to reach the
summit of Lavericks Peak (755m), with 360 degree views. Nearing
the summit, trees are hung with weeping moss, creating a goblin
forest atmosphere. The return trip follows an old stock droving line
through thick shrubland of horopito, five finger and mountain holly,
to rejoin the main track at the lookout. Follow a farm track, then
Robinsons Bay Valley Road back to the cars. 

Round trip 14kms, 600m height gain. 

Grade:Easy/
Moderate

Closes: 15 Oct 2021

Map:  

Approx: $20

Long Weekend 22-25 October 
Departure point: Z (formerly Caltex) Russley

Leader: Bill Johnson 027422 2274
mail.billjohnson@gmail.com

Labour Weekend - Almer Hut Franz Josef Glacier: 

Almer Hut is an historic hut located on a bluff above Franz Josef
Glacier with stunning views of the glacier and out to the Tasman
Sea. 

Trip grade is Easy (hang out at the hut) to Moderate with Snow
Skills (take a walk on the upper glacier or climb a nearby peak).
The trip cost covers Fri night camping at DOC Otto/MacDonalds
campsite, return trip on the helicopter, two nights in the hut and
petrol  costs  for  vehicles.  There  is  a  tenting  option  which  will
reduce  this  amount  by  $40.  In  the  past  this  trip  has  been
frequently postponed. 

As it’s a helicopter trip it requires 3 good days of weather in a row
which is pretty rare on the West Coast. Save your leave time as I
am going to  reschedule  it  for  each following weekend until  we
have a good weather and can get up for at least 2 nights.  

Grade: Easy / 
Moderate

Closes: 20 Oct 2021

Map: BW17 
Harihari 
BW18 
Whitcombe 
Pass 

Approx: $425
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Long Weekend 22-25 October 
Departure point: Z (formerly Caltex) Russley

Leader: Liz Wightwick 0276332038
trampingtrip@gmail.com

Maitland Stream to Freehold Creek via Snowy Gorge Hut and
Hideaway Biv : 

We’ll drive down on Friday night (Takeways on the way) and camp
on the shores of Lake Ohau at the DoC campsite. Walk up the
Mailtand on Saturday, and hopefully get to Snowy Gorge hut for
the night (or camp along the way), cruise by Hideaway biv, then if
the weather is good take the tops route to Freehold Creek and
camp near the top tarns on Sunday night. Walk out Monday and
drive home 

Grade: Moderate

Closes: 17 Oct 2021

Map: BZ14 - 
Mount 
Barth  

Approx: TBA

Saturday 23 October 
Departure point: Z Papanui

Leader: Michael Newlove 021-1685716
newmike@slingshot.co.nz

Mt Lyndon: 

Mt  Lyndon  overlooks  Lake  Lyndon  just  beyond  Porters  Pass.
Starting from the south western end of the lake at the Lodge, there
is a short steep climb up to a ridge. Follow that up to the summit at
1489m, from where there are great views of the surrounding area.
The return trip will descend to a low saddle and then follow a track
back to the Lodge. 700m height gain.

Grade:Easy/
Moderate

Closes: 22 Oct 2021

Map:  

Approx: $20

Saturday 30 October 
Departure point: Z Papanui

Leader: Chris McGimpsey 027 657 3070
tortistours@gmail.com

TORTIS Tour #45: 

A beginners guide to getting lost and what to do about it,  plus
some general navigation & bush-craft skills. 

This is a day of practical training to help prepare you for the day
when your planned day walk becomes a potential overnight sleep
over.  Bring your  normal  day pack & gear,  a good lunch and a
sense of humor. Some older pre-torn clothes may be useful as the
trip  does  involve  some  bush  bashing.  Bring  your  GPS  and/or
compass if you have one, but it is not essential because they will
be provided for the navigation part of the exercise. We will stop at
the Rangiora Coffee Culture for  tea, a  Q&A session and a trip
debrief on the way home, because the trip lasts till until 5 - 6pm
depending on your navigation skills. 

This  is  the  only  club  training  course  which  is  open  to  non-
members and it is designed for trampers looking to step up from
easy to moderate trips. 

NB the trip is normally limited to 4 x people at a time.

Grade: Moderate at
an easy 
pace

Closes: 29 Oct 2021

Map:  

Approx: $20
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Sunday 31 October 
Departure point: Z Papanui

Leader: Chris McGimpsey 027 657 3070
tortistours@gmail.com

TORTIS Tours #43: A beginners guide to getting lost and what to
do about it, plus some general navigation & bush-craft skills. This
is a day of practical training to help prepare you for the day when
your planned day walk becomes a potential overnight sleep over.
Bring your normal day pack & gear, a good lunch and a sense of
humor. Some older pre-torn clothes may be useful as the trip does
involve some bush bashing. Bring your GPS and/or compass if
you have one, but it is not essential because they will be provided
for  the  navigation  part  of  the  exercise.  We  will  stop  at  the
Rangiora Coffee Culture for tea, a Q&A session and a trip debrief
on  the  way  home,  because  the  trip  lasts  till  until  5  -  6pm
depending on your navigation skills. This is the only club training
course  which  is  open  to  non-members  and  it  is  designed  for
trampers looking to step up from easy to moderate trips. NB the
trip is normally limited to 4 x people at a time. 

Grade: Moderate at
easy pace

Closes: 30 Oct 2021

Map:  

Approx: $20

Multi day trip 31 October-1 November 
Departure point: Z Papanui

Leader: Bryce Williamson 021-0232-
2310 bryce.williamson68@gmail.com

Te Ara Pātaka:  also known as Summit Walkway

Details on the planned trip  to follow.  Check on our website for
updates.

Grade: Moderate

Closes: 27 Oct 2021

Map:  

Approx: $15

Multi day trip 12-18 November 
Departure point: TBD

Leader: Michael Hammond 021 0841
4764 mbahammond@hotmail.com

Alps to Ocean cycle ride: I’ve finally decided to do the complete
Alps to Ocean after having done bits and pieces of it. I’ve decided
on  the  6  day  Classic  which  will  mean  driving  to  Oamaru  and
catching  a  shuttle  to  Lake  Tekapo  on  day  1  then  follow  the
schedule  here:https://www.alps2ocean.com/classic-6-day.
Camping is possible along the way except for the night at Lake
Ohau lodge. After arriving back at the cars in Oamaru we could
drive back to Chch that night or stay the night.

Grade: Cycling

Closes: 10 Nov 
2021

Map:  

Approx: TBD

Weekend 20-21 November 
Departure point: Z (formerly Caltex) Russley

Leader: Symon Holmes 021 257 2720
symon_gnome@yahoo.co.nz

Potts Hut: Walk in to the Potts Hut from the Potts River Carpark
on Hakatere Potts Road following the track past Mystery Lake and
then along the Dog range. Next day return the same way.

Grade:Easy/
Moderate

Closes: 19 Nov 
2021

Map: BX18 - Lake 
Clearwater 

Approx: $45

− 7 −

https://www.alps2ocean.com/classic-6-day


Saturday 27 November 
Departure point: To be arranged

Leader: Bryce Williamson 021-0232-
2310 bryce.williamson68@gmail.com

Valley  Ultra  marshalling:  Fusion  Events  are  running  the  third
annual Valley Ultra event (part of the Ultra NZ Endurance Series).
Once again they have approached Christchurch Tramping Club for
members who are willing to assist with the event on Saturday 27th
November 2021. They are looking for a range of helpers who will
be stationed at various locations along the route - in return the
club will receive a donation for each member who helps out on the
day. The Valley Ultra is an ultramarathon trail running race taking
place  on  Saturday  27th  November  2021.  The  race  starts  and
finishes at Castle Hill Village and incorporates trails in the Castle
Hill basin. Volunteers from the CTC may act as aid-station crew
members or marshals. Aid Stations There will be six aid stations in
total spread along the course. All crew on an aid station will assist
in the set-up and pack-down of their own aid station which will
consist  of  a  3x3 m pop-up gazebo,  tables,  water  bowsers  and
nutrition for the athletes. All members of the team will help each
other out where required. Aid station crew will be broken into four
roles – Marshal / Medic / Hospo / Number Recorder: • Number
recorder – The number recorder will keep tabs on all participants
who pass through their checkpoint as an added safety precaution.
Reporting  these  numbers  back  to  the  Comms centre  via  radio
periodically. • Marshal – a multi-functioning member of the team to
direct participants, if required, but to also help other members of
the team in achieving the best end result. • Hospo – checking on
water/electrolyte levels and other nutrition on the aid station so
that  supplies  can  be  restocked  should  they  be  running  low.  •
Medic - is ideally PHEC trained (or higher) who will monitor each
participant as they pass through the aid station – administering
any first aid if required and reporting any issues to the Comms
centre for further assistance. Marshal Points Each marshal point
will  be manned by a team of two. Marshals will  be stationed at
parts  of  the  course  which  could  be  a  sudden  change  in
direction/terrain  or  to  warn participants of  an upcoming hazard.
There will also be marshal points in play to ensure participants are
safe and reassured on the course. Each aid station and marshal
point will  be supplied with a radio directly linked to the Comms
centre  for  regular  check-ins and safety.  If  you are  keen to  get
involved please sign up on the CTC website and/or copy, paste
and  complete  the  info  below  and  email  to  me
(bryce.williamson68@gmail.com) so that I can forward this on to
Fusion Events who will contact you directly to discuss your role on
the  event.  Name:  Contact  Number:  Email  Address:  First  Aid
trained  (if  yes,  to  what  level?):  Available  (delete  where
appropriate): Full Day Saturday – Half Day Saturday Desired Role
(delete where appropriate):  Marshal  /  Hospo /  Medic /  Number
Recorder  Any  other  relevant  experience:  Medical  conditions:
Dietary requirements: Thanks in anticipation! Bryce 

Grade: Easy

Closes:31 Oct 2021

Map:  

Approx: 0
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Long Weekend 10-12 December 
Departure point: Z Russley 

Leader: Michal Klajban 020 4196 3548
michal.klajban@gmail.com

Toaroha Range Crossing (Mt Reeves & Genoa Peak): 

Leaving on Friday afternoon at 4 pm. We’ll drive to Middlebranch
Rd end from where we’ll follow a track to Cedar Flat Hut where
we’ll  camp.  This  will  be  either  partly  or  fully  in  the  dark.  On
Saturday morning, we’ll climb up to Adventure Bivouac, summit Mt
Reeves and cross  rugged tops to  Genoa Peak.  We’ll  camp at
Pinnacle Biv / tarns under Genoa Peak. On Sunday, we’ll walk out
via Boo Boo Hut back to the road end. Bring your ice axe in case
we’ll come across some hidden snow patches along the tops. This
adventure  is  suitable  for  fit  and  well-equipped  trampers
comfortable with night tramping, boulder hopping, river crossing,
ice  axe  usage  and  indulging  in  muddy  hot  pools  in  the  early
morning. 

Pace will need to be quite swift at times, also known as ‘follow or
die’ pace. 

Good weather conditions are required for the mission’s success
so if the weather’s not good enough, the trip will be postponed.
Visit DOC website and remotehuts.co.nz for more info.

Grade:Moderate/
Hard

Closes: 9 Dec 2021

Map:BV19 - Lake 
Kaniere 

 

Approx: $70

Long Weekend 17-19 December 
Departure point: Z (formerly Caltex) Russley

Leader: Tomyu Hu 0226 589 688
tomyuhu@gmail.com

Hooker Hut:  Historic Hooker Hut was restored earlier this year
and will be open for bookings from 1 July. 

An  article  about  the  hut  is  available  at:
https://www.stuff.co.nz/timaru-herald/news/300289242/hardy-
historic-and-haunted-hooker-hut-comes-home 

There  are  8  bunks  in  the  hut.  DOC  have  received  numerous
enquiries to stay in the hut. DOC are expecting a lot of interest to
stay in Hooker Hut and bookings will be essential. Hut fees are
$15/ night via the DOC online booking system. Annual passes and
regular tickets will not be accepted by DOC. 

Seeking  7  other  people  who  may  be  interested  in  spending  2
nights at Hooker Hut doing a day trip or relaxing at the hut for a
Saturday and a Sunday morning? 

Because bookings are essential and we are waiting for DOC to set
up an online booking system for Hooker Hut. Trip will depart once
we are certain we have a booking. 

Grade: Easy

Closes: 5 Dec 2021

Map: BX15 - Fox 
Glacier  

Approx: $120
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Weekend 29-30 January 
Departure point: Z (formerly Caltex) Russley

Leader: Chris McGimpsey 027 657 3070
tortistours@gmail.com

Croesus Knob - Mt Watson loop: 

This  will  be  good  opportunity  to  enjoy  my  favorite  weekend
tramping trip, and stay in the Ces Clark hut in the Paparoa Range
during the 2021 summer break. We will drive over to the start of
the track at Smoke Ho car park @ Blackball on Saturday and walk
up the valley to the Ces Clark Hut for tea and refreshments, with a
stopover at the Garden Gully to check out the old gold mine site. If
the weather is suitable we will stroll up from the hut to the top of
Croesus Knob to watch the sunset over the Tasman Sea, before
returning to the Ces Clark hut for supper and a good night’s sleep.
Sunday we will  walk out via the old Postman’s route along the
tops  from  Croesus  Knob  to  Mt  Watson  before  dropping  down
through the bush to the car park and the drive home. All together
about 20km of tramping and roughly 1,300 meters of height gain
with a lovely mixture of bush valley MB track & tussock tops route
with views down to the beach at Point Elizabeth and along the
horizon to the Southern Alps. 

Grade: Moderate at
easy pace

Closes:8 Jan 2022

Map:BT19 - 
Runanga 

 

Approx: $55 + hut 
fees

Trip Reports

24 July 2021

Helicopter Hill

Helicopter Hill is just a little bump on the edge of the Craigieburn Range and I’d never
really thought of it as a destination, but it was the objective of Saturdays trip. I’ve been
past it twice already this year on my trips over Camp Saddle, but on both occasions I
either couldn’t be bothered or was too tired to take the 15 minute detour to the summit.
This time I was going there, and afterwards I regretted not taking the time on the previous
trips. 

Just for a change the weather was perfect – cold, clear and sunny, and not a breath of
wind.  Leaving  from  the  Craigieburn  Campsite  Shelter  we  quickly  turned  right  off  the
Mistletoe Track onto the Sidle  73 Track and followed it  to  the road leading up to  the
Craigieburn ski club. Right away there large areas of frost heave, more than I’ve ever seen
before, and that set the theme for the rest of the day. Just over a kilometre up the road we
turned briefly onto the Craigieburn Edge Track and then left  onto the Luge Track. This
soon had us on the Lyndon Saddle where we turned off onto the Helicopter Hill Track that
soon saw us breaking for lunch on the summit. The panoramic views of the Craigieburn
and Torlesse ranges make this a very worth while trip, and it really is worth taking the time
to make the side trip if you’re passing on a longer trip. 

After an early lunch we headed back down to rejoin the Luge Track which we followed all
the way to the Broken River ski club road. Although it was by now mid-afternoon there was
still heavy frost about, showing that this area sees little sun at this time of year. A couple of
kilometres down this road and we were back at the cars, and off to the Yello Shack in
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Springfield (no I don’t know know why the “w” is missing, perhaps the owners aren’t good
at spelling) for refreshments. They were short-staffed and there were 21 of us, but they
took it in their stride and we all get fed and watered. A shortish trip on a lovely day, but the
views were great and we made it home in time for dinner which was certainly a bonus.
Thanks to Mike for once again organising a great trip. 

Helicopter Hill Summit

Trip statistics Distance Walked: 10.1 km Min Elevation: 795 m Max Elevation: 1260 m
Elevation gain: 631 m Elevation loss: 633 m Average speed: 2.47 km/h Average moving
speed: 3.9 km/h Total moving time: 2h 35m Total stopped time: 1h 29m 

Participants: Mike Newlove, Jenny Harris, Daniel Gillies, Annie Chen-Green, Helen Ryan,
Jan Walter,  Sheryle  Wootton,  Chris  Freear,  Jo  Chen-Green,  Abhishek Nainwal,  Kaveh
Mazloomi, Elena San Claudio, Michael Hammond, Chris McGimpsey, Tyrone de Jacolyn
Seneviratne,  Barry  Watson,  Pernhard  Parawa,  Rachel  Brown,  Louise  Holder,  Ashein
Abeysekara, Anita, John Kerkhofs (scribe & photographer) 

25 July 2021

Mt Winterslow via Duke Knob

The original plan was to take on Mt Olympus. However, this mountain is on private land
and recent floods damaged the access road so permissions to access Mt Olympus are
scarce now. In the morning at the petrol station, we decided that Mt Winterslow makes for
a suitable backup. 

11 keen CTC members left Z Russley carpark with expectations of a good day out. We
made necessarily stop in Rakaia for a  breakfast  and arrived at  Sharplin Falls carpark
around 9.40 AM. Through the bush, we followed an old well-maintained track which was
sparsely permolated. We took a quick break on the bushline but the winds were getting
stronger so we didn’t get to enjoy sitting for too long. Straight after the bushline, just under
pt1320, there is a steep scrambly section that needed some care, but after that, the ridge
was just easy-going. The snow slowed us down a bit but nothing major – and it certainly
wasn’t hard enough to use crampons. 

We reached the top in about 4 hours. Winterslow Range was very scenic and dramatic
with  north-westerly dark clouds sitting on top of  them. On the top of  Mt Winterslow, I
initiated building a snowman which provided a good photo opportunity and then we started
going back the way we came. After a couple of hundred meters, we met Bryce who’s been
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a wee bit slower than us and who was still heading up. But perhaps he just wanted to
provide a good photo opportunity? His dark silhouette with the yellow sky and bright clouds
in the background was very impressive. We reached the cars in 3-3.5h depending on the
enthusiasm of each tramper. 

Great day out, as usual. Thanks David for leading! 

Heading up to Mt Winterslow

Rough stats:17 km, 1600m up, 7.5h 

Participants:David  Sutton  (leader),  Michal  Klajban  (photos,  scribe,  GPX),  Liam
Dangerfield,  Emma  Rogers,  Xiaoqiu  Jiang,  Byron  Harvey,  Bryce  Williamson,  Jimmy
Philpott, Geoffrey Cornelis, Jacqui O’Neill, Jack O’Connor 

Juang’s video:https://youtu.be/4qeOHQO7Fx8 

More photos at Michal’s blog:https://hikingisgood.com/mt-winterslow-via-duke-knob/ 
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31 July 2021

Kaituna Valley To Rod Donald Hut Return

I’ve never been to the Rod Donald Hut,  nor the section of Te Ara Pātaka between Mt
Fitzgerald  and  Te  Ahu  Patiki  where  the  hut  is  situated,  so  when  Mike  proposed  a
Christchurch Tramping Club trip up the Kaituna Valley to the hut I was keen. It turned out
that 37 other people were keen as well, resulting in a total of 39 trampers setting off on a
lovely Saturday morning. How Mike organised that many people into cars and managed to
get  them all  home again is just  amazing;  I  ran a trip once with 23 and found it  quite
daunting. 

It  was  a  relatively  warm start  even  in  the  shady Kaituna  Valley  with  the  temperature
threatening to break into double digits as we set off. I was using this trip as an opportunity
to teach Helen some map-reading skills, so before we left home we’d picked out some
waypoints, worked out some expected walking times, and Helen was going to pick out the
landmarks as we walked. The gradient was as we expected and we hit the first couple of
waypoints almost exactly on time, but Helen was doing more socialising than navigating
and missed the first one. Actually I missed the first one by about 5 minutes as well, but we
won’t discuss that any further. 

A pair of pūtangitangi flew across the valley loudly claiming ownership, and I saw another
pair flying in the opposite direction,. Shortly after there was a small herd of horses neat the
Te Ara Pataka, but that was about it for wildlife on this trip. There was certainly a lot of
evidence of cattle in the area, and it took some effort to remove said evidence from our
boots once we got home, but I don’t recall seeing any actual cattle. 

We took a good break at the Monument Track / Te Ara Pataka junction and then headed
off en masse towards the Western Valley Road that runs between Port Levy and Little
River, and then on past the leaning trees to the Waipuna Saddle. The prevailing wind has
done a nice job of shaping the trees, and it probably not a great place to be in bad weather
as the track is quite exposed, but the open nature of the track ensures great views all the
way to Kaikōura and Kā Tiritri o te Moana/Southern Alps. At the Waipuna Saddle we left Te
Ara Pataka on the short but muddy and slippery descent to the Rod Donald hut where we
settled down for lunch with a view over Little River. We arrived at the hut about 15 minutes
ahead of our estimated time, which is always better than taking longer than you’d planned.

After lunch we retraced our steps back to the cars and headed for a café in Tai Tapu, but
before we got there Barry pulled over. The internet had come back into range and Google
informed us that the café was closing shortly. We’d just passed the former Blue Duck,
which was the former Black Tulip, and with a bit of effort we determined that it was now the
White Rabbit’s Garden, or something like that. Back we went, only to find out that Google
was wrong about the closing time, although the owners were happy to do coffees and
cabinet food. By the time the rest of the team arrived the vote was for the Tai Tapu pub,
probably a better choice for such a large group. They served us quickly and efficiently
while  Mike  did  the  financials,  quite  a  feat  with  so  many  trampers.  As  always,  Mike
organised a fun trip with a great group of people. 

Trip statistics Distance Walked: 16.3 km Min Elevation: 222 m Max Elevation: 755 m
Elevation gain: 980 m Elevation loss: 971 m Average speed: 2.96 km/h Average moving
speed: 4.0 km/h Total moving time: 4h 03m Total stopped time: 1h 25m 

For more info on the Christchurch Tramping Club visit https://ctc.org.nz/ 
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Participants: Mike Newlove, Sheryle Wootton, Elena San Claudio, Nathan Curtis, Trudi
Cameron,  Andrea  Kofoet,  Symon  Holmes,  Ian  Wylie,  Evie  Anderson,  Charlene
McLenaghan,Tyrone de Jacolyn Seneviratne, Louise Holder, Chris Freear, Jeff Kerkhofs,
Helen  Ryan,  Hannah  Watt,  Kaveh  Mazloomi,  Ilze  Pretorious,  Johan  Pretorius,  Chris
McGimpsey,  Paul  Cottam,  T.J.  Chan,  Joy  Kwok,  Lorraine  Poole,  Barry  Watson,  Jim
Schofield,  James  Schofield,  Lynda  Kennedy,  Xiaoqui  Jiang,  Fengmin  Chen,  Michael
Hammond,  Bryce  Williamson,  Bernhard  Parawa,  Nimu  Regmi,  James  Atlas,  Lindsay
Walton, Natalia Kabaliuk, Anthony Clark, John Kerkhofs (scribe & photographer) 

 

7 August 2021

Castle Hill Peak via Foggy Peak

This has not been a good winter for snow. In fact, before this trip, I had just once donned
crampons; and that was as recently as the previous weekend on Mt Cloudsley. More snow
over the week, along with low temperatures, induced Alan Ross to schedule a Sunday trip
to Castle Hill Peak (CHP) via Foggy Peak, at least partly as an opportunity for members
who had  recently  completed the  club’s  introductory  snow-skills  course to  refine  those
skills. A scarily bad Sunday weather forecast caused Alan to shift the trip to Saturday --
and then a family bereavement caused him to withdraw from the trip, asking Chris and me
(Bryce) to take over as co-leaders. 

Fourteen of us gathered at Russley Z station at 8 am. Due to the need for some of us to
get back to Christchurch before 6 pm, along with the fact that all  of the vehicles were
small, we took four cars. After the traditional coffee/loo stop at Springfield, we drove to the
Big Tree Carpark near the confluence of Coach Stream and Kowai River. The drive was
through rain and drizzle and it was cold and foggy at the base of Porters Pass. We didn’t
want to have to mess around getting prepared in the likely coldness at the top of the pass,
so got changed at the Big Tree. 

We arrived at the top of Porters Pass (942 m) at about 9:20 am and were on our way up
Foggy Peak Ridge, fully living up to its moniker, at 9:24 am. Initially, everyone was in warm
jackets,  fleeces and puffers,  but even with the cold,  layers were soon removed as we
warmed into our work. We were in a reasonably compact queue, but the density of fog was
sufficient that one could see only those few people who were closest. 

At 10 am, having climbed about 330 metres, there was a hint of blue above us. Louise
stopped to put on her sun glasses, only to find that she had left them in the car. Luckily, I
had a spare pair,  which I  leant to her.  While we were sorting that out,  Natasha,  from
slightly above us called out “look at that”; the breeze and come up and cleared out the fog
to the extent that we could see across Lake Lyndon to the Mt Hutt Range. 

With the increasing wind, the fog continued to dissipate and we were soon in sun. But it
also got much colder and jackets were put back on. We chugged on up the slope, in single
file over a thin layer of snow, now split into a couple of groups. 

The faster group reached Foggy Peak summit (1741 m) just after 11 am, having climbed
the intervening 800 metres in about an hour and forty minutes. At the top we met Kaveh
Mazloomi and Daniel Gilles, CTC members on a coincidental but independent day walk.
The north-westerly wind was very strong at Foggy Peak summit and very cold. Kaveh and
Daniel had already decided to head back down, but enough of our group were keen to
push on; so we sought a slightly sheltered place behind a rock where we could put on our
crampons. 
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Over about half an hour, most of the others arrived and started the debate as whether to
continue on to CHP or not. To make more room at the sheltered spot, and in the hope of
finding even more shelter ourselves, Natasha and I headed down to the saddle north of
Foggy Peak and hunkered down on the leeward side. My hands had gone numb while I
was affixing my crampons. As they warmed up in my gauntlets, the pain was excruciation
– but better than them staying numb. Over about ten minutes, others drifted down to us –
two Geoffreys, a Caroline, a James, Mary, Josh and a Chris. Natasha had decided that
moving was  better  than freezing  and had  headed off  in  the  direction  of  CHP without
waiting for the others to arrive. The rest of us followed, increasingly strung out in the cold
gale. 

Lunch at saddle between Pt 1841 and Castle Hill Peak

At a couple of spots along the ridge the wind abated nearly entirely and it was even slightly
warm in the sun. I’m not sure if these calms were just temporal fluctuations or due to the
terrain, but they were much appreciated and used as spots for us to regroup. 

At 12:45 pm we reached the saddle immediately below CHP. It was calm and relatively
warm, so we decided to stop for lunch, anticipating that we wouldn’t want to stay on the
summit for too long. After 25 minutes, all  of us had had something to eat and drink. I
suggested that we needed a young, testosteronic male (in the absence of a Max) to plug
steps up to CHP summit. Natasha declared me a sexist and charged off up the slope – I
didn’t see her again before the top. 

I  reached the summit  just  a smidgeon after 1:30 pm, the ~1200 metre climb over  six
kilometres from Porters Pass having taken me four hours and 10 minutes. Some of the
youngsters (including Natasha) got there before me – but they weren’t taking as many
photos. 

The conditions on the summit actually weren’t that bad, something I’ve noticed before on
CHP in a nor’wester – it seems that the wind sweeps up the slope and over the apex
leaving the summit in a relatively quiet eddy. Having earlier decided not to linger, we ended
up spending 20 minutes there, waiting for everyone to arrive, taking in the views and being
entertained by an untagged, dark, male kea that looked to me, very possibly, to be the
same one I’d seen on the Big Ben Range about six weeks earlier. (By the way, a kea
report has been lodged.) 
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Natasha, once again, got sick of waiting and took off, not to be seen again (except in the
far distance) before the cars. The rest of us left the summit at about 1:55 pm. Initially the
(gravity assisted) conditions were rather pleasant. But from Pt 1842 m it became extremely
windy, almost to the point of bowling us over. I was walking behind Chris and Geoff S.,
amused by how much they were leaning windward, but not prepared to risk my fingers to
take a photo. When a stinging blast of spindrift hit us, like pressure-induced vapour trails
spinning off jets’ wings, I couldn’t resist getting a photo. Near the saddle north of Foggy
Peak, Geoffrey C. and Caroline comprised/composed a picture, looking over Lake Lyndon,
that I also couldn’t resist. And since I had my hand un-gloved, I snapped Geoff S. walking
past me and then leaning at a good 15 degrees to counter a strong gust of wind. Later, in
the saddle, Caroline had to crouch almost to ground level to avoid being toppled. 

James reaches Castle Hill Peak summit

We ground our way the 85 metres up the northern slope of Foggy Peak, where we arrived
at about 3 pm, a bit over an hour after leaving CHP summit. Natasha was well gone – and
from her boot prints I later deduced that she must have worn her crampons for a good part
of  the final  descent.  Geoff  S.  continued on with  his  crampons,  but  the rest  of  us de-
cramponed,  a  decision that  I  slightly  regretted since some of  the benign snow of  our
ascent had iced up during the day, making for a fairly slow edging-in and knee-grinding
descent. 

We got back to the cars just after 4 pm. The five who had retreated from Foggy Peak had
already  headed  back  to  Christchurch,  and  Natasha  was  snuggled  into  the  back  of
Caroline’s  and  Geoffrey  C’s  car.  Josh,  Mary  and  Chris  headed  straight  back  to
Christchurch, but the rest of us stopped in at Sheffield Pub where we enjoyed beverages,
burgers and far-too-many chips while Lydia Ko won a Bronze Medal for New Zealand in
the Tokyo Olympics. 

This was rather substantially my best winter trip (so far) of this season – testing conditions,
fabulous cramponing snow, great scenery and wonderful  company. The people new to
snow skills  performed very competently  --  a  compliment  to  Nick’s  and Josh’s training.
Thanks to Chris for co-leading and to the drivers, Barry, Josh and the two Geoffreys. And
special thanks to Alan who did all the organising and yet couldn’t come. Thanks mate and
best wishes to your family. 
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CTC moderate day tramp, 12.0 km and 1350 m total ascent over 6 hours and 45 minutes.
Fourteen participants: Chris McGimpsey (co-leader), Natasha Sydorenko, Zack Williams,
Carmela Terrobias, James Atlas, Barry Watson, Lorraine Poole, Geoffrey Cornelius, Geoff
Sugden, Louise Petrie, Caroline Garcon, Josh Sokolov Pearson, Mary Ogburn and Bryce
Williamson (co-leader). 

15 August 2021

Ascent to Ngauruhoe Crater Rim

After the establishment of a Covid bubble between New Zealand and Australia, a group of
six Christchurch Tramping Club membersplanned a two-week August trip on the Larapinta
Tail in central Australia. However, with the outbreak of delta-variant Covid in Oz, the bubble
was burst and our trip was off. The airlines wouldn’t refund the fares, but allowed us to
retain a credit for future flights. Four of us, David Sutton, Emma Rogers, Jacqui O’Neill and
Bryce Williamson,decided that we would assuage our disappointment by spending a week
in the North Island, following good weather as best we could, but principally aiming to
climb some of the big volcanoes – Taranaki and those in Tongariro National Park. 

We flew to Wellington on the morning of Saturday 14 August and picked up our rental car,
a Kia Sportage. The weather forecast was better in the centre of the island than on the
west coast, so we headed for Tongariro. We called into the northern Wellington suburb of
Johnsonville for David to buy and award-winning pie from Nada Bakery. Then we visited
Bryce’s brother, Shane, in Raumati Beach, for a cup of tea and to pick up some stove-gas
cylinders  and  a  lighter.  Further  north,  we  dropped  into  a  roadside  dairy  to  buy  a
newspaper; and for the next period of driving we did crossword puzzles as a collective. 

About  2:30  pm we reached  Ohakune,  were  we  purchased  food  from the  New World
supermarket. Then on to National Park Village where we expected to be able to arrange
accommodation – but the settlement was full (presumably of skiers) and we had to go on
to  Taumarunui  where  we  arranged  occupancy  of  a  rudimentary  four-bed  cabin  at
Taumarunui  Holiday Park just  before the custodian and her  kids headed off  to a 50th
birthday party somewhere else in the town. For dinner, we headed into the town centre
and enjoyed a nice meal at Jasmine’s Cafe & Thai Restaurant. 

The Tongariro weather forecast for Sunday was partly cloudy with lightish winds, so we
decided to try for Ngauruhoe. We got up at 6:30 am, had breakfast in the draughty and
dilapidated communal kitchen and headed south at 7:30 am. 

After a few kilometres, we stopped at Piriaka Springs, where Emma and Jacqui filled water
bottles. We then drove south through National Park andeast, along SH 47 to Mangatepopo
Road, arriving at the road-end at ~8:35 am. Quarter of an hour later, we were on our way
along  the  Tongariro  Crossing  great-walks-quality  track,  accompanied,  initially,  by  a
substantial number of other walkers in groups from Wellington and Whanganui. 

We stopped for a while at Mangatepopo Hut, where we chatted with the Wellington group,
seemingly a mixture of Northern Irish and Indian immigrants, who were aiming to climb
Tongariro. Then on we headed, climbing gradually, via the gravelled track and boardwalks,
up the valley of Mangatepopo Stream. Initially the conditions were misty with a hint of
drizzle; but by 9:30 am the mist started to lift and we got our first glimpse of Ngauruhoe
looming to our right. The further we progressed, the better the weather got, with the bluffy
northern flanks of Pukekaikiore and then the snow-clad bulk of Ngauruhoe coming into
sun. 
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At 10 am, having walked 4.5 kilometres and climbed gradually for a bit more than 200
metres  over  about  90  minutes  (including  the  hut  visit)  we  reached  the  head  of  the
Mangatepopo valley and started to climb Devils Staircase. Above us was a fairly large, but
slow-moving group of  people,  presumably  a guided party,  possibly  taking  on a  winter
version of the Tongariro Crossing. 

Sheltering from the wind at 2200m on the outer crater rim

After  about half  an hour  on Devils  Staircase, we were walking through snow with  the
northwest slopes of Ngauruhoe towering above us. Quarter of an hour later we had gained
the western lip of South Crater, 300 metres above the valley floor, where the convoluted
volcanic outcrops were coated with hard rime. The snow was coated with a layer of ice.
Mostly we were breaking through that ice, but occasionally it was too thick; and since it
was rather slippery, we decided to don crampons. A cold easterly breeze was driving misty
clouds  up  the  Devils  Staircase  and  into  the  crater,  so  we  sought  shelter  behind  a
conveniently placed large boulder and took the opportunity to have a drink and a snack. 

At 11:10 am we headed off into the flat and snowy wonderland of South Crater. To our
right, the large group had collected in a huddle, presumably running through elementary
alpine awareness and safety instructions.  Anotherpair  of  trampers past  us,  having just
descended from the ridge to Red Crater. We weren’tclose enough to them to chat, but they
may have done an early morning crossing from Ketatahi. 

At 11:20 am, from about half way across South Crater, we turned south and towards the
northeast  flank  of  Ngauruhoe.  Jacqui  was  having  trouble  with  her  crampons,  so  we
stopped for her and David to make the necessary adjustments. From 11:30 am we started
the ascent  proper,  having  so far  climbed about  600 metres from the  car.  There were
another 600 metres to climb, but much steeper and icier. 
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Having fixed her crampons, Jacqui was now in full flight and drew ahead of the rest of us.
At one point she decided she needed a banana. But when she took off her pack it slid off
down the slope. Luckily, David was immediately below her and able to snare it before it
had travelled far. The banana was less fortunate, sliding hurriedly past Emma and Bryce,
into a gully and out of sight away below us. It’s a good thing that commercial bananas are
infertile, otherwise a future South Crater might have been infested with wilding banana
palms! 

Emma Photographing Ruapehu from Ngauruhoe

The snow was beautiful for cramponing, but the climb was steep and tiring. We sidled right
(west) towards a ridge where a few rocks projected above the snow. Bryce fell a bit behind
the others and had to stop for a five-minute rest when he reached the ridge. The others
continued on to the outer crater rim, about 100 metres higher. At 1 pm, Bryce caught up
with them, at just above 2200 metres, eating lunch while tucked out of the wind behind a
boulder elaborately decorated with blue-white, pillowy rime. Immediately in front of them
was another rime-covered boulder that looked like Sonic the Hedgehog. 

It was comfortable in the sun and out of the gentle, but frigidly cold, breeze. We looked at
our (cell-phone) maps to decide how to proceed. When Bryce was in the same spot with
his brother almost nine years earlier, they had traversed to the right (west) to reach the low
point of the crater rim. This time, David suggested that we should head south, into the
swale between the outer crater rim (on which sits the true Ngauruhoe summit – 2287 m)
and the inner rim that encompasses the currently active crater. In retrospect, this was a
good choice, being less exposed in both the sense of drop-offs and weather than Bryce’s
ealier route. 

At 1:25 pm we had finished lunch and were on our way through the swale and climbing the
inner cone, whose southern rim-edge we reached after about ten minutes. How stunningly
spectacular! We were in clear air, blue skies above us and a grey-white floor of clouds a
couple-or-so  hundred  metres  below  us.  To  our  left,  a  smooth  snow-slope  descended
steeply into the depths of the crater. To the right was a near vertical cliff of rimy ice with a
huge (but probably very strong) cornice. Almost directly opposite was the low-point of the
rim that Shane and Bryce had visited in October 2012. And all with an icy blue hue. Behind
us, past the edge of the outer rim, Ruapehu was resplendent and almost cloudless. 
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We couldn’t  just  leave,  so headed around to  the eastern side of the rim,  immediately
above the low point. According to the GPS data, and in good agreement with the map
contours, this got us to 2258 metres, about 30 metres lower than the true summit (which,
according to Māori protocol, is not to be climbed). This point afforded us a good view of the
band of  red  volcanic  rock  in  the eastern  crater  wall  and a  more  direct  view south  to
Ruapehu. 

At 1:40 pm we began to retrace our steps, back along the crater rim, through the swale,
past our lunch spot and down the north-eastern slope. By 2:55 pm we were back in South
Crater  and following the poles of  the Tongariro  Crossing.  Emma and Bryce took their
crampons off behind the big boulder, while Jacqui and David continued down the Devils
Staircase. Bryce’s knees were giving him the gyp, so he continued on when the others
stopped for Jacqui and Dave to de-crampon,but was later overtaken by the others. 

We were all back to the cars at 4:45 pm, Bryce about five or ten minutes after the others,
having walked18.7 km with 1200 m total ascent over ~8 hours.We drove back to National
Park Village, where Jacqui had booked us into a warm and comfortable room at Plateau
Lodge. We hung our tramping gear in the lodge’s drying room, had hot showers, followed
by a soak in the spa pool, and then went for beer and dinner at Schnapps Bar, the local
pub. Back at the Plateau Lodge, we checked the weather and decided to have a go at one
or two of the Ruapehu peaks – Dome (2672 m) and/or Paretetaitonga (2751 m) – on the
next day. 

 

 

16 August 2021

Whakapapa Glacier

After a good night’s sleep following our previous day’s ascent of Ngauruhoe, we (David
Sutton, Emma Rogers, Jacqui O’Neill and Bryce Williamson) were raring to have a go at
Ruapehu  peaks.  The  weather  forecast  looked  good  for  the  beginning  of  the  day,
deteriorating  in  the  later  afternoon.  We  aimed  to  start  early,  and  possibly  catch  a
Whakapapa Skifield chair lift to give us a boost. All things going right, we could possibly
climb Dome then saunter across the col at the top of Whakapapa Glacier to try for the
higher summit of Paretetaitonga. 

Our nominal rising time was 7 am, though David, Jacqui and Emma, in that order, got up
earlier. It was densely foggy at Plateau Lodge, but the weather forecast was unchanged
and the web cams for Whakapapa Skifield showed clear skies higher up. We departed
from the lodge at about 8 am in the knowledge that the chair lifts started at 9 am. At about
8:20 am, we arrived at Whakapapa Village where an LED sign said that 4WD vehicles
and/or chains were required to proceed further. Since the Kia Sportage rental was a 2WD
vehicle without chains, we pulled up and enquired about catching a parked shuttle bus to
the skifield at the top of Bruce Road. The driver told us that she was not permitted to pick
up patrons except from National Park Village and that we would have to go back there –
which we did,  with Emma purchasing shuttle  tickets on-line, as we drove.  The shuttle
picked us up from outside Plateau Lodge at 9:15 am. On the way we heard the driver
saying that Bruce Road was now open to all traffic. It turns out that, had we waited at
Whakapapa Village for another 10 minutes, we would have been allowed up the road,
saving ourselves both time and money. 
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We arrive at Iwikau Village, a cluster of skifield buildings at “The Top o’ the Bruce”, in light
misty drizzle, at about 10 am. We learnt that we could catch the tourist-trap Sky Waka
gondola for just $50 per person, but that sounded awfully exploitative. So, at 10:20 am we
headed off on foot, through the various skiing, alpine and tramping club lodges, without
mechanical assistance and a good hour and a half later than we had intended. 

After  25  minutes,  having  climbed  above  the  densest  cluster  of  buildings,  we  donned
crampons, not really as a safety measure, but because they made for easier and more
efficient walking on the blanket of hard snow. Soon after resuming our climb, the mist
cleared  sufficiently  for  us  to  be  able  to  see  Glacier  Knob  and  Paretetaitonga several
hundred metres above us. Also revealed were the bluffs of Amphitheatre, a steep-sided
valley formed between two lava flows. 

To avoid Amphitheatre we had to either climb above it or sidle below. Without any real
intention, we ended up doing the latter, roughly following the 1800-metre contour across
the mouth of the valley to the bottom of West Ridge Chair Lift. 

As  we  contoured  below Amphitheatre,  the  cloud  above  us  cleared  very  considerably,
revealing  blue  skies  and  warming  sunshine.  But  as  we  neared  West  Ridge,  the
strengthening  north-westerly  breeze  blew  mist  up  the  mountain.  This  severely
compromised  our  vision  and  so  the  line  of  the  non-operating  chair  lift  provided  a
convenient navigational aid. 

We followed the chair lift up through an icy, but easily negotiated gully, the steepest section
of the day’s travel. Near the top of the lift we came to West Ridge Shelter, which, on better-
weather days, serves as a bar and café. On this day there were neither hosts nor patrons.
The rime decorations and icicles dangling from the roof were reminiscent of, though less
impressive than, those often seen at Syme Hut on Fanthams Peak in Egmont National
Park. 

From the vicinity  of  West  Ridge Shelter we could hear,  but  not see,  a  snow groomer
operating above us and to our right. Not too much higher, we crossed a newly groomed ski
trail. We were heading towards the Far West Chair Lift, Emma choosing steeper paths
while the rest of us generally followed gentler slopes. At midday, having travelled just three
kilometres from Iwikau Village, but having climbed 500 metres, David and Jacqui decided
that the chances of an improvement of the weather were remote – that we were unlikely to
reach any summit and, even if we did, we wouldn’t see anything. So they headed back to
the skifield café at Iwikau. Emma was keen to go higher and Bryce was more than happy
to accompany her. So we (Emma and Bryce) set off into the murk, now following the line of
the higher, Far West Chair Lift. 

About 12:30 pm we reached the top of the Far West Chair Lift where we finally met the
snow groomer, industriously preparing paths in the total absence of skiers. We found a
spot in the lee of a ridge and sat down for lunch at an altitude of 2330 metres. By now we
had given up on summiting, but felt confident that we could reach Whakapapa Glacier and
possibly get a glimpse of Crater Lake from the top. 

We headed on up again at 12:50 pm. A hundred metres of climbing took us onto the
bottom of the glacier. The snow was perfect for cramponing and the climbing was gentle
and  easy.  The  now-brisk  north-westerly  wind  at  our  backs  helped  our  ascent,  but
deepened the murk. We had nominated 1:30 pm as our turnaround time, but by then we
were  just  sixty  or  seventy  metres  below  the  saddle  leading  to  Crater  Lake,  so  we
persevered, reaching the saddle at 1:45 pm. The GPS data (and subsequent inspection of
map contours) indicate an altitude of ~2615 metres, about 55 metres lower than Dome and
135 metres  below Paretaitonga.  Interestingly,  this  is  close to  the  place where  Barney
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Stephenson’s climbing helmet ended up after its attempted escape from Dome in April
2019. The view was negligible – no sign at all of Crater Lake and it was even hard to see
the ground at our feet. 

The wind through the saddle was now strong,  with gusts that  made it  difficult  to  stay
standing. And in the short time we were there, the thickening mist began to deposit as rime
on our hats, jackets and glasses. The latter made it even harder to see and we ended up
removing our glasses. Emma’s camera iced up, but more spectacularly, so did Bryce’s
exposed hairy bits -- moustache, eyebrows and even eyelashes. Emma wanted to take a
picture, but that was rendered difficult by cold devices and cold figures. 

The Brycicle

We headed down after just a few minutes. It was difficult to see our way, but the gentle
downward slope of the glacier was easy to follow and we could make out and follow the
uphill  scrapings of our crampons and some unusual marks that we took to have been
made earlier in the day by someone wearing ski crampons. In half an hour we descended
330 metres to the top of the Far West Chair Lift where we had eaten lunch. From there, we
picked up the newly groomed ski trail past the West Ridge Shelter. Rather than heading
down beside the West Ridge Ski Lift, we continued along the ski trail, following footsteps
that we assumed (later confirmed) to have been left by David and Jacqui in their descent.
This route took us above the Amphitheatre bluffs and on to a ridge leading directly to
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Iwikau Village, where we arrived just before 3:30 pm. In contrast to our 3 hour and 25
minutes ascent, we had descended in just less than an hour and three quarters, little more
than half the time. In all, we had covered 10.3 kilometres with 1000 metres total ascent in
5 hours and 10 minutes. 

By the time we reached Iwikau Village,  the  drizzle  had turned to  rain  and sleet,  with
occasional snow flurries. After an extended and overly detailed conversation with a skier
from Titahi Bay (north of Wellington), David and Jacqui had left the café and caught the 3
pm shuttle back to Plateau Lodge, leaving a cell-phone text message to that effect. We
(Emma and Bryce) removed our crampons and changed into dry gear that we had been
carrying in our packs; but then got wet again while dashing to the café, only to find that it
was being closed down having ceased serving at 3:30 pm. So off we went to the public
shelter, a Spartan, damp, single-glazed room with a single, underpowered wall heater that
we leant against to keep warm. The shuttle bus arrived a bit after 4 pm and we boarded it
– but it was colder than the shelter. The driver, a jovial and pleasant chap who seemed
genuinely concerned about the risks to anyone who got left  behind in such conditions,
explained that he couldn’t leave before his appointed departure time of 4:15 pm. 

By 5 pm we were back at Plateau Lodge, to which Jacqui and David had returned more
than an hour earlier. The drying room was absolutely chocker with skiing gear, but we
somehow managed to squeeze in our wet tramping garb. Hot showers, hot tea (thanks
David) and the fire-warmed lounge of the Lodge brought our body temperatures back into
the normal range. A bit after 7 pm we drove the short distance to Schnapps Bar for beer
and dinner, including the biggest plate of ribs that Bryce has ever been served. 

Classifieds
Tramping boots for Sale
Keen Gypsum II, for sale $150. Men’s size US 11, UK 10, Eu 44.5. 

Used for 3 or 4 day walks, but decided they didn't quite fit my feet. Original cost was $299.
Ring Pete Eman 337-3003.

More about the CTC
There was no newsletter for September 2021 due to Covid-19 lockdown.

CTC Overdue Trips: Members/family/partners or a nominated person concerned about a
trip being overdue should firstly discuss this with a Club Officer when they feel that the trip
is delayed. Club Officers know where to obtain copies of the Trip Lists containing the
names and addresses of the party members with their vehicle registration details etc. This
will greatly assist Police Search and Rescue. The Club Officer can then contact the Police
directly. Concerned people should keep trying different numbers until they actually contact
a Club Officer (do not leave messages).

We  recommend  you  start  with  the  Club  Captain,  then  the  Gear  Custodian,  then  the
Presidents, then the Trip Organisers, then people listed under Our Club Hut – if no contact
can  be  made  then  the  Police.  Refer  to  the  list  of  Club  Officers  below,  and  on
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www.ctc.org.nz.  Members  (particularly  Trip  Leaders)  please discuss this  arrangement
with your loved ones so they are aware of this procedure. 

Club Officers

President: John West 021 230 2536

Vice President: Chris McGimpsey 027 657 3070

Secretary: Monika Bratownik 021399750

Treasurer: Symon Holmes 021 257 2720

Treasurer: Carol Horgan 027 212 7294

Club Captain: Bryce Williamson 021-0232-2310

New Members 
Rep:

Emma Rogers 022 491 6625

Day Trip 
Organiser:

Kelly Purdie 027 614 2255

Overnight Trip 
Organiser:

Michael Hammond 02108414764

Social 
Convenor:

Kate Taylor 0273265497

Gear Custodian:
Barney 
Stephenson

027 358 3281

Editor: Peter Hinchey 0225948023

Hut Convenor: Donald Carnielo 338-9865

IT Convenor: Nick Edwards 0273656751

Access Officer: Ian Dunn 0212141907

Please have stuff for the next newsletter to the editor
(editor@ctc.org.nz) by 28 October 2021 – Thanks.
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